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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 45-66 are pending in tliis communication filed 12/21/05 entered as 
Response after Non-Final Action. 

2. The 35 USC 101 Rejection of claims 45-66 is hereby withdrawn in view of 
Applicant's arguments and the recent In re Lundgren decision BPAI Case Nos. 2003- 
2088 Sept. 28, 2005 {per curium, Smith, APJ, dissenting: Barrett, APJ, concurring. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 45-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claims 45 and 56 reference a "consideration-bearing bank account", 
"providing a time window for a user to provide funds for the transaction card purchases', 
and "a communication protocol implemented with the user during the time window". One 
can merely presume these limitations are present and supported by the Specification. 
There is not any clear indication that these limitations are in Applicant's Specification. 
Applicant is respectfully requested to particularly point out where these limitations are 
found or suggested in the Specification. Claims 44-54 and 57-66 that depend from 
claims 45 and 56 are also rejected under 35 USC 112, first paragraph. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 45, 48. 51- 53, 55. 56, 59. 62- 64, and 66 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. It cannot be 
determined from Applicant's Specification what Applicant means by "consideration- 
bearing banking account". 

Drawings 

6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because in Figure 1 reference character "14" has been used to designate both 
"AVAILABLE DEFERED BALANCE VERIFIED" and "amount of purchase checked"; in 
Figure 2 reference character "22" has been used to designate both "POSTING FILE 
RECEIVED" and "Posting file"; reference character "26" has been used to designate 
"TRANSACTION ADDED TO DEFFERED HISTORY", "deferred transaction", "billing 
record" and "billing history"; and reference character "28" has been used to designate 
both "MONTHLY LIMITS UPDATED" and "spending limit balance updated"; and Figure 
3 reference character "32" has been used to designate both "MONTHLY DEFERRED 
LIMITS RESET" and "spending limit reset". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
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being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

7. The Specification is objected to because Figure 5, elements "52" and "58" are not 
found in the description of Figure 5. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the . 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 45-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
(US 6,343,279) Bissonette et al. hereafter Bissonette in view of (US 6.038,552) FleischI 
et al, hereafter FleischI. 

As per claims 45 and 56, Bissonette teaches, A purchase transaction system 
and method for managing transaction cards issued to respective users relative to their 
status at a banking institution at which they hold a consideration-bearing banking 
account, the system comprising a computer arrangement configured and arranged, for 
each user, for: monitoring a transaction balance of the user's consideration-bearing 
banking account (col. 3, lines 16-34); notifying when the consideration-bearing bank 
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account is below a threshold (col, 5, lines 34-57); establishing a transaction card 
purchase limit as a function of the transaction balance of the consideration-bearing bank 
account (col. 3, lines 1-15); tracking purchases against the transaction cards as a 
function of the transaction card purchase limit (col. 6, lines 8-30); and at the end of a 
billing cycle (col. 1 1 , lines 5-36): issuing a statement to each user indicating a balance 
in the consideration- bearing banking account and transaction card purchases occurring 
during the billing cycle (col. 1 1 , lines 51-67). Bissonette failed to teach, providing a time 
window for users to provide funds for the transaction card purchases, and for each 
user, automatically transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the 
statement as a function of the transaction card purchases and a communication 
protocol implemented with the user during the time window. FleischI teaches, providing 
a time window for users to provide funds for the transaction card purchases (col. 4, lines 
1-15), and for each user, automatically transferring funds for the transaction card 
purchases reflected on the statement as a function of the transaction card purchases 
and a communication protocol implemented with the user during the time window (col. 
4, lines 40-58). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide a time window for users to provide funds for the 
transaction card purchases, and for each user, automatically transferring funds for the 
transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a function of the transaction 
card purchases and a communication protocol implemented with the user during the 
time window and to incorporate in Bissonette because such an incorporation would 
allow Bissonette to have the transaction statement with a transaction balance 
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corresponding to the authorized transactions to be in a given billing cycle (for example, 
a one month cycle -a time window). 

As per claims 46 and 57, Bissonett teaches, wherein the computer arrangement 
is further configured and arranged, for each user, for: re-establishing the transaction 
card purchase limit as a function of tracked purchases against the transaction card (col. 
5. line 34-col. 6, line 7). 

As per claims 47 and 58, Bissonette teaches, wherein the computer arrangement 
is further configured and arranged, for each user, for: re-establishing the transaction 
card purchase limit when the statement has been issued (col. 6, line 46-col. 7, line 31). 

As per claims 48 and 59, Bissonette teaches, wherein the computer arrangement 
is further configured and arranged, for each user, for: tracking withdrawals against the 
transaction cards as a function of the transaction card purchase limit (col. 7, lines 7-31); 
wherein issuing a statement to each user indicating a balance in the consideration- 
bearing banking account and transaction card purchases occurring during the billing 
cycle includes issuing a statement indicating the withdrawals occurring during the billing 
cycle (col. 8, lines 33-61 ). Bissonette failed to teach, wherein providing a time window 
for users to provide funds for the transaction card purchases includes providing a time 
window for users to provide funds for the withdrawals; and wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window includes automatically transferring funds for the 
withdrawals reflected on the statement as a function of the withdrawals and a 
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communication protocol implemented with the user during the time window. FleischI 
teaches, wherein providing a time window for users to provide funds for the transaction 
card purchases includes providing a time window for users to provide funds for the 
withdrawals (col. 5, line 46-col. 6, line 22); and wherein automatically transferring funds 
for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a function of the 
transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented with the user 
during the time window includes automatically transferring funds for the withdrawals 
reflected on the statement as a function of the withdrawals and a communication 
protocol implemented with the user during the time window (col. 6, lines 12-51 ). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a time window for users to provide funds for the transaction card 
purchases including providing a time window for users to provide funds for the 
withdrawals; and wherein automatically transferring funds for the transaction card 
purchases reflected on the statement as a function of the transaction card purchases 
and a communication protocol implemented with the user during the time window 
includes automatically transferring funds for the withdrawals reflected on the statement 
as a function of the withdrawals and a communication protocol implemented with the 
user during the time window and to incorporate in Bissonette because such an 
incorporation would allow Bissonette to determine the balance of funds available in the 
account and to determine after the account has been debited by the requested amount 
if the funds are above the predetermined limit with the user being provided the ability to 
transfer funds from one account to another account. 
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As per claims 49 and 60, Bissonette teaches, wherein the computer arrangement 
is further configured and arranged for managing purchases for the transaction card (col. 
9, lines 19-25). 

As per claims 50 and 61 , Bissonette failed to teach, wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window includes transferring funds from a source 
designated by the user during the time window. FleischI teaches, wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window includes transferring funds from a source 
designated by the user during the time window (col. 6, lines 12-51). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
automatically transfer funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the 
statement as a function of the transaction card purchases and a communication 
protocol implemented with the user during the time window includes transferring funds 
from a source designated by the user during the time window and to incorporate in 
Bissonett because such an incorporation would allow Bissonette to have the ability to 
transfer funds to an account via a wire transfer in order to have sufficient funds in the 
account to cover any transactions during a billing cycle. 

As per claims 51 and 62, Bissonette failed to teach, wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
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function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window further includes transferring funds from the 
consideration-bearing banking account. FleischI teaches, wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window further includes transferring funds from the 
consideration-bearing banking account (col. 5, line 46-col. 6, line 51). 

As per claims 52 and 63, Bissonette failed to teach, wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window includes automatically transferring funds from the 
consideration-bearing banking account in response to the user providing insufficient 
funds for ail of the transaction card purchases. FleischI teaches, wherein automatically 
transferring funds for the transaction card purchases reflected on the statement as a 
function of the transaction card purchases and a communication protocol implemented 
with the user during the time window includes automatically transferring funds from the 
consideration-bearing banking account in response to the user providing insufficient 
funds for all of the transaction card purchases (col. 4, lines 40-58). 

As per claims 53 and 64, Bissonette failed to teach, wherein the consideration- 
bearing banking account is at least one of: an interest-bearing banking account; a 
checking account and a savings account. FleischI teaches, wherein the consideration- 
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bearing banking account is at least one of: an interest-bearing banking account; a 
checking account and a savings account (col. 2, lines 18-35). 

As per claims 54 and 65, Bissonette and FleischI failed to teach, wherein the 
computer arrangement is further configured and arranged for setting the threshold for 
each user as a function of a fixed value, but it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the computer 
arrangement to be further configured and arranged for setting the threshold for each 
user as a function of a fixed value and to incorporate in Bissonette in view of 
Bissonette's teaching of ensuring that credit card transactions conform with the 
standard budget, financial planning, and general ledger controls used for standard 
financial transactions and to incorporate in Bissonette because such an incorporation 
would allow Bissonette to have the ability to balance the ledger and the transaction 
accounts of the users. 

As per claims 55 and 66, Bissonette wherein the computer arrangement is further 
configured and arranged for recording the tracked purchases against the transaction 
cards in a deferred transaction billing record and wherein issuing a statement to each 
user indicating a balance in the consideration-bearing banking account and transaction 
card purchases occurring during the billing cycle includes issuing a statement indicating 
a balance in the deferred transaction billing record (col, 3, line 28-col. 4, line 14). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Carrithers et al (WO 9629668) disclosed a debit card system with each debit card 
assigned to one participant with a unique account number. 
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